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ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 19541

[As Amended Through P.L. 105-394, November 13, 1998]

An Act for the development and control of atomic energy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
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TITLE I—ATOMIC ENERGY

CHAPTER 1. DECLARATION, FINDINGS, AND PURPOSE

SECTION 1. DECLARATION.—Atomic energy is capable of appli-
cation for peaceful as well as military purposes. It is therefore de-
clared to be the policy of the United States that—

a. the development, use, and control of atomic energy shall
be directed so as to make the maximum contribution to the
general welfare, subject at all times to the paramount objective
of making the maximum contribution to the common defense
and security; and
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b. the development, use, and control of atomic energy shall
be directed so as to promote world peace, improve the general
welfare, increase the standard of living, and strengthen free
competition in private enterprise.

[42 U.S.C. 2011]

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.—The Congress of the United States hereby
makes the following findings concerning the development, use, and
control of atomic energy:

a. The development, utilization, and control of atomic energy
for military and for all other purposes are vital to the common de-
fense and security.

[b. Repealed by Pub. L. 88-489, §1, 78 Stat. 602, Aug. 26,
1964.]

c. The processing and utilization of source, byproduct, and spe-
cial nuclear material affect interstate and foreign commerce and
must be regulated in the national interest.

d. The processing and utilization of source, byproduct, and spe-
cial nuclear material must be regulated in the national interest
and in order to provide for the common defense and security and
to protect the health and safety of the public.

e. Source and special nuclear material, production facilities,
and utilization facilities are affected with the public interest, and
regulation by the United States of the production and utilization of
atomic energy and of the facilities used in connection therewith is
necessary in the national interest to assure the common defense
and security and to protect the health and safety of the public.

f. The necessity for protection against possible interstate dam-
age occurring from the operation of facilities for the production or
utilization of source or special nuclear material places the oper-
ation of those facilities in interstate commerce for the purposes of
this Act.

g. Funds of the United States may be provided for the develop-
ment and use of atomic energy under conditions which will provide
for the common defense and security and promote the general wel-
are.

[h. Repealed by Pub. L. 88-489, §2, 78 Stat. 602, Aug. 26,
1964.]

i. In order to protect the public and to encourage the develop-
ment of the atomic energy industry, in the interest of the general
welfare and of the common defense and security, the United States
may make funds available for a portion of the damages suffered by
the public from nuclear incidents, and may limit the liability of
those persons liable for such losses.

[42 U.S.C. 2012]

SEC. 3. PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act to effectuate the
policies set forth above by providing for—

a. a program of conducting, assisting, and fostering re-
search and development in order to encourage maximum sci-
entific and industrial progress;

b. a program for the dissemination of unclassified scientific
and technical information and for the control, dissemination,
and declassification of Restricted Data, subject to appropriate
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safeguards, so as to encourage scientific and industrial
progress;

c. a program for Government control of the possession, use,
and production of atomic energy and special nuclear material
whether owned by the Government or others, so directed as to
make the maximum contribution to the common defense and
security and the national welfare, and to provide continued as-
surance of the Government’s ability to enter into and enforce
agreements with nations or groups of nations for the control of
special nuclear materials and atomic weapons;

d. a program to encourage widespread participation in the
development and utilization of atomic energy for peaceful pur-
poses to the maximum extent consistent with the common de-
fense and security and with the health and safety of the public;

e. a program of international cooperation to promote the
common defense and security and to make available to cooper-
ating nations the benefits of peaceful applications of atomic en-
ergy as widely as expanding technology and considerations of
the common defense and security will permit; and

f. a program of administration which will be consistent
with the foregoing policies and programs, with international
arrangements, and with agreements for cooperation, which will
enable the Congress to be currently informed so as to take fur-
ther legislative action as may be appropriate.

[42 U.S.C. 2013]

CHAPTER 2. DEFINITIONS

SEC. 11. DEFINITION.—The intent of Congress in the definitions
as given in this section should be construed from the words or
phrases used in the definitions. As used in this Act:

a. The term “agency of the United States” means the executive
branch of the United States, or any Government agency, or the leg-
islative branch of the United States, or any agency, committee,
commission, office, or other establishment in the legislative branch,
or the judicial branch of the United States, or any office, agency,
committee, commission, or other establishment in the judicial
branch.

b. The term “agreement for cooperation” means any agreement
with another nation or regional defense organization authorized or
permitted by sections 54, 57, 64, 82, 91c., 103, 104, or 144, and
made pursuant to section 123.

c. The term “atomic energy” means all forms of energy released
in the course of nuclear fission or nuclear transformation.

d. The term “atomic weapon” means any device utilizing atom-
ic energy, exclusive of the means for transporting or propelling the
device (where such means is a separable and divisible part of the
device), the principal purpose of which is for use as, or for develop-
ment of, a weapon, a weapon prototype, or a weapon test device.

e. The term “byproduct material” means (1) any radioactive
material (except special nuclear material) yielded in or made radio-
active by exposure to the radiation incident to the process of pro-
ducing or utilizing special nuclear material, and (2) the tailings or
wastes produced by the extraction or concentration of uranium or
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thorium from any ore processed primarily for its source material
content.

f. The term “Commission” means the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion.1

g. The term “common defense and security” means the common
defense and security of the United States.

h. The term “defense information” means any information in
any category determined by any Government agency authorized to
classify information, as being information respecting, relating to, or
affecting the national defense.

i. The term “design” means (1) specifications, plans, drawings,
blueprints, and other items of like nature; (2) the information con-
tained therein; or (3) the research and development data pertinent
to the information contained therein.

j. The term “extraordinary nuclear occurrence” means any
event causing a discharge or dispersal of source, special nuclear, or
byproduct material from its intended place of confinement in
amounts offsite, or causing radiation levels offsite, which the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission or the Secretary of Energy, as appro-
priate, determines to be substantial, and which the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or the Secretary of Energy, as appropriate, de-
termines has resulted or will probably result in substantial dam-
ages to persons offsite or property offsite. Any determination by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission or the Secretary of Energy, as ap-
propriate, that such an event has, or has not, occurred shall be
final and conclusive, and no other official or any court shall have
power or jurisdiction to review any such determination. The Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission or the Secretary of Energy, as appro-
priate, shall establish criteria in writing setting forth the basis
upon which such determination shall be made. As used in this sub-
section, “offsite” means away from “the location” or the “contract lo-
cation” as defined in the applicable Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion or the Secretary of Energy, as appropriate, indemnity agree-
ment, entered into pursuant to section 170.

k. The term “financial protection” means the ability to respond
in damages for public liability and to meet the costs of inves-
tigating and defending claims and settling suits for such damages.

1. The term “Government agency” means any executive depart-
ment, commission, independent establishment, corporation, wholly
or partly owned by the United States of America which is an in-
strumentality of the United States, or any board, bureau, division,
service, office, officer, authority, administration, or other establish-
ment in the executive branch of the Government.

m. The term “indemnitor” means (1) any insurer with respect
to his obligations under a policy of insurance furnished as proof of
financial protection; (2) any licensee, contractor or other person

1The Atomic Energy Commission was abolished and all functions under this section were
transferred to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Administrator of the Energy Re-
search and Development Administration by sections 104 and 201 of the Energy Reorganization
Act of 1974, Pub. L. 93-438. The Energy Research and Development Administration was termi-
nated and functions vested by law in the Administrator thereof were transferred to the Sec-
retary of Energy (unless otherwise specifically provided) by sections 301(a) and 703 of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act, Pub. L. 95-91.

For transfer of certain functions from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to the Chairman
thereof, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1980, 45 F.R. 40561, 94 Stat. 3585.
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who is obligated under any other form of financial protection, with
respect to such obligations; and (3) the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission or the Secretary of Energy, as appropriate, with respect to
any obligation undertaken by it in an indemnity agreement entered
into pursuant to section 170.

n. The term “international arrangement” means any inter-
national agreement hereafter approved by the Congress or any
treaty during the time such agreement or treaty is in full force and
effect, but does not include any agreement for cooperation.

0. The term “Energy Committees” means the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the Committee on
Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives. 1

p- The term “licensed activity” means an activity licensed pur-
suant to this Act and covered by the provisions of section 170 a.

q. The term “nuclear incident” means any occurrence, includ-
ing an extraordinary nuclear occurrence, within the United States
causing, within or outside the United States, bodily injury, sick-
ness, disease, or death, or loss of or damage to property, or loss of
use of property, arising out of or resulting from the radioactive,
toxic, explosive, or other hazardous properties of source, special nu-
clear, or byproduct material: Provided, however, That as the term
is used in section 170 1., it shall include any such occurrence out-
side the United States: And provided further, That as the term is
used in section 170 d., it shall include any such occurrence outside
the United States if such occurrence involves source, special nu-
clear, or byproduct material owned by, and used by or under con-
tract with, the United States: And provided further, That as the
term is used in section 170 c., it shall include any such occurrence
outside both the United States and any other nation if such occur-
rence arises out of or results from the radioactive, toxic, explosive,
or other hazardous properties of source, special nuclear, or byprod-
uct material licensed pursuant to chapters 6, 7, 8, and 10 of this
Act, which is used on connection with the operation of a licensed
stationary production or utilization facility or which moves outside
the territorial limits of the United States in transit from one per-
son licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to another per-
son licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

r. The term “operator” means any individual who manipulates
the controls of a utilization or production facility.

s. The term “person” means (1) any individual, corporation,
partnership, firm, association, trust, estate, public or private insti-
tution, group, Government agency other than the Commission, any
State or any political subdivision of, or any political entity within
a State, any foreign government or nation or any political subdivi-
sion of any such government or nation, or other entity; and (2) any
legal successor, representative, agent, or agency of the foregoing.

t. The term “person indemnified” means (1) with respect to a
nuclear incident occurring within the United States or outside the

1The Joint Committee on Atomic Energy was abolished by section 301 of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, on September 20, 1977. References to the Joint Committee are deemed, on or after
Sept. 20, 1977, to refer to the committees of the Senate or House of Representatives which,
under the rules of the Senate or House, have jurisdiction over the subject matter with records
an(é files of the Joint Committee being transferred to the respective committees of the House
or Senate.
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United States as the term is used in section 170 c., and with re-
spect to any nuclear incident in connection with the design, devel-
opment, construction, operation, repair, maintenance, or use of the
nuclear ship Savannah, the person with whom an indemnity agree-
ment is executed or who is required to maintain financial protec-
tion, and any other person who may be liable for public liability or
(2) with respect to any other nuclear incident occurring outside the
United States, the person with whom an indemnity agreement is
executed and any other person who may be liable for public liabil-
ity by reason of his activities under any contract with the Secretary
of Energy or any project to which indemnification under the provi-
sions of section 170 d., has been extended or under any sub-
contract, purchase order, or other agreement, of any tier, under any
such contract or project.

u. The term “produce,” when used in relation to special nuclear
material, means (1) to manufacture, make, produce, or refine spe-
cial nuclear material; (2) to separate special nuclear material from
other substances in which such material may be contained; or (3)
to make or to produce new special nuclear material.

v. The term “production facility” means (1) any equipment or
device determined by rule of the Commission to be capable of the
production of special nuclear material in such quantity as to be of
significance to the common defense and security, or in such manner
as to affect the health and safety of the public; or (2) any important
component part especially designed for such equipment or device as
determined by the Commission. Except with respect to the export
of a uranium enrichment production facility, ! such term as used in
chapters 10 and 16 shall not include any equipment or device (or
important component part especially designed for such equipment
or device) capable of separating the isotopes of uranium or enrich-
ing uranium in the isotope 235.

w. The term “public liability” means any legal liability arising
out of or resulting from a nuclear incident or precautionary evacu-
ation (including all reasonable additional costs incurred by a State,
or a political subdivision of a State, in the course of responding to
a nuclear incident or a precautionary evacuation), except: (i) claims
under State or Federal workmen’s compensation acts of employees
of persons indemnified who are employed at the site of and in con-
nection with the activity where the nuclear incident occurs; (ii)
claims arising out of an act of war; and (iii) whenever used in sub-
sections a., c., and k. of section 170, claims for loss of, or damage
to, or loss of use of property which is located at the site of and used
in connection with the licensed activity where the nuclear incident
occurs. “Public liability” also includes damage to property of per-
sons indemnified: Provided, That such property is covered under
the terms of the financial protection required, except property
which is located at the site of and used in connection with the ac-
tivity where the nuclear incident occurs.

1Section 3116(b) of Public Law 104-134 (110 Stat. 1321-349) amended this section by striking
out “or the construction and operation of a uranium enrichment facility using Atomic Vapor
Laser Isotope Separation technology”. It should have struck out “or the construction and oper-
ation of a uranium enrichment production facility using Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope Separation
technology”. The word “production” was omitted in the original amendment. This amendment
was executed to the probable intent of the Congress.
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x. The term “research and development” means (1) theoretical
analysis, exploration, or experimentation; or (2) the extension of in-
vestigative findings and theories of a scientific or technical nature
into practical application for experimental and demonstration pur-
poses, including the experimental production and testing of models,
devices, equipment, materials, and processes.

y. The term “Restricted Data” means all data concerning (1)
design, manufacture, or utilization of atomic weapons; (2) the pro-
duction of special nuclear material; or (3) the use of special nuclear
material in the production of energy, but shall not include data de-
classified or removed from the Restricted Data category pursuant
to section 142.

z. The term “source material” means (1) uranium, thorium, or
any other material which is determined by the Commission pursu-
ant to the provisions of section 61 to be source material; or (2) ores
containing one or more of the foregoing materials, in such con-
centration as the Commission may by regulation determine from
time to time.

aa. The term “special nuclear material” means (1) plutonium,
uranium enriched in the isotope 233 or in the isotope 235, and any
other material which the Commission, pursuant to the provisions
of section 51, determines to be special nuclear material, but does
not include source material; or (2) any material artifically! en-
ricllled by any of the foregoing, but does not include source mate-
rial.

bb. The term “United States” when used in a geographical
sense includes all Territories and possessions of the United States,
the Canal Zone and Puerto Rico.

cc. The term “utilization facility” means (1) any equipment or
device, except an atomic weapon, determined by rule of the Com-
mission to be capable of making use of special nuclear material in
such quantity as to be of significance to the common defense and
security, or in such manner as to affect the health and safety of
the public, or peculiarly adapted for making use of atomic energy
in such quantity as to be of significance to the common defense and
security, or in such manner as to affect the health and safety of
the public; or (2) any important component part especially designed
for such equipment or device as determined by the Commission.

dd. The terms “high-level radioactive waste” and “spent nu-
clear fuel” have the meanings given such terms in section 2 of the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

ee. The term “transuranic waste” means material contami-
nated with elements that have an atomic number greater than 92,
including neptunium, plutonium, americium, and curium, and that
are in concentrations greater than 10 nanocuries per gram, or in
such other concentrations as the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
may prescribe to protect the public health and safety.

ff. The term “nuclear waste activities”, as used in section 170,
means activities subject to an agreement of indemnification under
subsection d. of such section, that the Secretary of Energy is au-
thorized to undertake, under this Act or any other law, involving
the storage, handling, transportation, treatment, or disposal of, or

1So0 in original. Probably should be “artificially”.
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research and development on, spent nuclear fuel, high-level radio-
active waste, or transuranic waste, including (but not limited to)
activities authorized to be carried out under the Waste Isolation
Pilot Project under section 213 of Public Law 96-164 (93 Stat.
1265).

gg. The term “precautionary evacuation” means an evacuation
of the public within a specified area near a nuclear facility, or the
transportation route in the case of an accident involving transpor-
tation of source material, special nuclear material, byproduct mate-
rial, high-level radioactive waste, spent nuclear fuel, or transuranic
waste to or from a production or utilization facility, if the evacu-
ation is—

(1) the result of any event that is not classified as a nu-
clear incident but that poses imminent danger of bodily injury
or property damage from the radiological properties of source
material, special nuclear material, byproduct material, high-
level radioactive waste, spent nuclear fuel, or transuranic
waste, and causes an evacuation; and

(2) initiated by an official of a State or a political subdivi-
sion of a State, who is authorized by State law to initiate such
an evacuation and who reasonably determined that such an
evacuation was necessary to protect the public health and safe-

ty.

hh. The term “public liability action”, as used in section 170,
means any suit asserting public liability. A public liability action
shall be deemed to be an action arising under section 170, and the
substantive rules for decision in such action shall be derived from
the law of the State in which the nuclear incident involved occurs,
unless such law is inconsistent with the provisions of such section.

jj-1 LEGAL CosTs.—As used in section 170, the term “legal
costs” means the costs incurred by a plaintiff or a defendant in ini-
tiating, prosecuting, investigating, settling, or defending claims or
suits for damage arising under such section.

[42 U.S.C. 2014]
CHAPTER 3. ORGANIZATION

[SEc. 21. AtroMmic ENERGY COMMISSION.—Repealed by Pub. L.
93-438, §104(a), 88 Stat. 1237, Oct. 11, 1974.]

[42 U.S.C. 2031]

[SEc. 22. MEMBERS.—Repealed by Pub. L. 93-438, §104(a), 88
Stat. 1237, Oct. 11, 1974.]

[42 U.S.C. 2032]

SEC. 23. OFFICE.—The principal office of the Commission shall
be in or near the District of Columbia, but the Commission or any
duly authorized representative may exercise any or all of its pow-
ers in any place; however, the Commission shall maintain an office
for the service of process and papers within the District of Colum-
bia.

[42 U.S.C. 2033]

1No subsection ii. in original.
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SEC. 24. GENERAL MANAGER, DEPUTY AND ASSISTANT GENERAL

MANAGERS.—There is hereby established with2 the Commission—

a. a General Manager, who shall be the chief executive of-
ficer of the Commission, and who shall discharge such of the
administrative and executive functions of the Commission as
the Commission may direct. The General Manager shall be ap-
pointed by the Commission, shall serve at the pleasure of the
Commission, and shall be removable by the Commission.

b. a Deputy General Manager, who shall act in the stead
of the General Manager during his absence when so directed
by the General Manager, and who shall perform such other ad-
ministrative and executive functions as the General Manager
shall direct. The Deputy General Manager shall be appointed
by the General Manager with the approval of the Commission,
shall serve at the pleasure of the General Manager, and shall
be removable by the General Manager.

c. Assistant General Managers, or their equivalents (not to
exceed a total of three positions), who shall perform such ad-
ministrative and executive functions as the General Manager
shall direct. They shall be appointed by the General Manager
with the approval of the Commission, shall serve at the pleas-
ure of the General Manager, and shall be removable by the
General Manager.

[42 U.S.C. 2034]

SEC. 25. D1visioNs, OFFICES, AND PoOSITIONS.—There is hereby

established within the Commission—

a. a Division of Military Application and such other pro-
gram divisions (not to exceed ten in number) as the Commis-
sion may determine to be necessary to the discharge of its re-
sponsibilities, including a division or divisions the primary re-
sponsibilities of which include the development and application
of civilian uses of atomic energy. The Division of Military Ap-
plication shall be under the direction of an Assistant General
Manager for Military Application, who shall be appointed by
the Commission and shall be an active commissioned officer of
the Armed Forces serving in general or flag officer rank or
grade, as appropriate. Each other program division shall be
under the direction of a Director who shall be appointed by the
Commission. The Commission shall require each such division
to exercise such of the Commission’s administrative and execu-
tive powers as the Commission may determine;

b. an Office of the General Counsel under the direction of
the General Counsel who shall be appointed by the Commis-
sion; and

c. an Inspection Division under the direction of a Director
who shall be appointed by the Commission. The Inspection Di-
vision shall be responsible for gathering information to show
whether or not the contractors, licensees, and officers and em-
ployees of the Commission are complying with the provisions
of this Act (except those provisions for which the Federal Bu-

2So in original. Probably should be “within”.
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reau of Investigation is responsible) and the appropriate rules
and regulations of the Commission;

d. such other executive management positions (not to ex-
ceed six in number) as the Commission may determine to be
necessary to the discharge of its responsibilities. Such positions
shall be established by the General Manager with the approval
of the Commission. They shall be appointed by the General
Manager with the approval of the Commission, shall serve at
the pleasure of the General Manager, and shall be removable
by the General Manager.

[42 U.S.C. 2035]

[SEC. 26. GENERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Repealed by Pub.
L. 95-91, §709(c)(1), 91 Stat. 608, Aug. 4, 1977.]

[42 U.S.C. 2036]

[SEC. 27. MILITARY LiAisoN COMMITTEE.—Repealed by Pub. L.
99-691, §3137(c), 100 Stat. 4066, Nov. 14, 1986.]

[42 U.S.C. 2037]

SEC. 28. APPOINTMENT OF ARMY, NAVY, OR AIR FORCE OFFI-
CERS.—Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the officer
of the Army, Navy, or Air Force serving as Assistant General Man-
ager for Military Application shall serve without prejudice to his
commissioned status as such officer. Any such officer serving as As-
sistant General Manager for Military Application shall receive in
addition to his pay and allowances, including special and incentive
pays, for which pay and allowances the Commission shall reim-
burse his service, an amount equal to the difference between such
pay and allowances, including special and incentive pays, and the
compensation established for this position. Notwithstanding the
provisions of any other law, any active or retired officer of the
Army, Navy, or Air Force may serve as Chairman of the Military
Liaison Committee without prejudice to his active or retired status
as such officer. Any such officer serving as Chairman of the Mili-
tary Liaison Committee shall receive, in addition to his pay and al-
lowances, including special and incentive pays, or in addition to his
retired pay, an amount equal to the difference between such pay
and allowances, including special and incentive pays, or between
his retired pay, and the compensation prescribed for the Chairman
of the Military Liaison Committee.

[42 U.S.C 2038]

SEC. 29. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS.—
There is hereby established an Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards consisting of a maximum of fifteen members appointed
by the Commission for terms of four years each. The Committee
shall review safety studies and facility license applications referred
to it and shall make reports thereon, shall advise the Commission
with regard to the hazards of proposed or existing reactor facilities
and the adequacy of proposed reactor safety standards, and shall
perform such other duties as the Commission may request. One
member shall be designated by the Committee as its Chairman.
The members of the Committee shall receive a per diem compensa-
tion for each day spent in meetings or conferences, or other work
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of the Committee, and all members shall receive their necessary
traveling or other expenses while engaged in the work of the Com-
mittee. The provisions of section 163 shall be applicable to the
Committee.

[42 U.S.C. 2039]

CHAPTER 4. RESEARCH

SEC. 31. RESEARCH ASSISTANCE.—

a. The Commission is directed to exercise its powers in such
manner as to insure the continued conduct of research and develop-
ment and training activities in the fields specified below, by private
or public institutions or persons, and to assist in the acquisition of
an ever-expanding fund of theoretical and practical knowledge in
such fields. To this end the Commission is authorized and directed
to make arrangements (including contracts, agreements, and loans)
for the conduct of research and development activities relating to—

(1) nuclear processes;

(2) the theory and production of atomic energy, including
processes, materials, and devices related to such production;

(3) utilization of special nuclear material and radioactive
material for medical, biological, agricultural, health, or mili-
tary purposes;

(4) utilization of special nuclear material, atomic energy,
and radioactive material and processes entailed in the utiliza-
tion or production of atomic energy or such material for all
other purposes, including industrial or commercial uses, the
generation of usable energy, and the demonstration of ad-
vances in the commercial or industrial application of atomic
energy; and

(5) the protection of health and the promotion of safety
during research and production activities.

b. The Commission is further authorized to make grants and
contributions to the cost of construction and operation of reactors
and other facilities and other equipment to colleges, universities,
hospitals, and eleemosynary or charitable institutions for the con-
duct of educational and training activities relating to the fields in
subsection a.

c. The Commission may (1) make arrangements pursuant to
this section, without regard to the provisions of section 3709 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended, upon certification by the Commis-
sion that such action is necessary in the interest of the common de-
fense and security, or upon a showing by the Commission that ad-
vertising is not reasonably practicable; (2) make partial and ad-
vance payments under such arrangements; and (3) make available
for use in connection therewith such of its equipment and facilities
as it may deem desirable.

d. The arrangements made pursuant to this section shall con-
tain such provisions (1) to protect health, (2) to minimize danger
to life or property, and (3) to require the reporting and to permit
the inspection of work performed thereunder, as the Commission
may determine. No such arrangement shall contain any provisions
or conditions which prevent the dissemination of scientific or tech-
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nical information, except to the extent such dissemination is pro-
hibited by law.

[42 U.S.C. 2051]

SEC. 32. RESEARCH BY THE COMMISSION.—The Commission is
authorized and directed to conduct, through its own facilities, ac-
tivities and studies of the types specified in section 31.

[42 U.S.C 2052]

SEC. 33. RESEARCH FOR OTHERS.—Where the Commission finds
private facilities or laboratories are inadequate to the purpose, it
is authorized to conduct for other persons, through its own facili-
ties, such of those activities and studies of the types specified in
section 31 as it deems appropriate to the development of atomic en-
ergy. To the extent the Commission determines that private facili-
ties or laboratories are inadequate to the purpose, and that the
Commission’s facilities, or scientific or technical resources have the
potential of lending significant assistance to other persons in the
fields of protection of public health and safety, the Commission
may also assist other persons in these fields by conducting for such
persons, through the Commission’s own facilities, research and de-
velopment or training activities and studies. The Commission is au-
thorized to determine and make such charges as in its discretion
may be desirable for the conduct of the activities and studies re-
ferred to in this section.

[42 U.S.C. 2053]

CHAPTER 5. PRODUCTION OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL

SEC. 41. OWNERSHIP AND OPERATION OF PRODUCTION FACILI-
TIES.—

a. OWNERSHIP OF PRODUCTION FACILITIES.—The Commis-
sion, as agent of and on behalf of the United States, shall be
the exclusive owner of all production facilities other than facili-
ties which (1) are useful in the conduct of research and devel-
opment activities in the fields specified in section 31, and do
not, in the opinion of the Commission, have a potential produc-
tion rate adequate to enable the user of such facilities to
produce within a reasonable period of time a sufficient quan-
tity of special nuclear material to produce an atomic weapon;
(2) are licensed by the Commission under this title; or (3) are
owned by the United States Enrichment Corporation.

b. OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION’S PRODUCTION FACILI-
TIES.—The Commission is authorized and directed to produce
or to provide for the production of special nuclear material in
its own production facilities. To the extent deemed necessary,
the Commission is authorized to make, or to continue in effect,
contracts with persons obligating them to produce special nu-
clear material in facilities owned by the Commission. The Com-
mission is also authorized to enter into research and develop-
ment contracts authorizing the contractor to produce special
nuclear material in facilities owned by the Commission to the
extent that the production of such special nuclear material
may be incident to the conduct of research and development
activities under such contracts. Any contract entered into
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under this section shall contain provisions (1) prohibiting the
contractor from subcontracting any part of the work he is obli-
gated to perform under the contract, except as authorized by
the Commission; and (2) obligating the contractor (A) to make
such reports pertaining to activities under the contract to the
Commission as the Commission may require, (B) to submit to
inspection by employees of the Commission of all such activi-
ties, and (C) to comply with all safety and security regulations
which may be prescribed by the Commission. Any contract
made under the provisions of this paragraph may be made
without regard to the provisions of section 3709 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended, upon certification by the Commission
that such action is necessary in the interest of the common de-
fense and security, or upon a showing by the Commission that
advertising is not reasonably practicable. Partial and advance
payments may be made under such contracts.

c. OPERATION OF OTHER PRODUCTION FACILITIES.—Special
nuclear material may be produced in the facilities which under
this section are not required to be owned by the Commission.

[42 U.S.C. 2061]

SEC. 42. IRRADIATION OF MATERIALS.—The Commission and
persons lawfully producing or utilizing special nuclear material are
authorized to expose materials of any kind to the radiation incident
to the processes of producing or utilizing special nuclear material.

[42 U.S.C. 2062]

SEC. 43. AcQUISITION OF PRODUCTION FACILITIES.—The Com-
mission is authorized to purchase any interest in facilities for the
production of special nuclear materials, or in real property on
which such facilities are located, without regard to the provisions
of section 3709 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, upon certifi-
cation by the Commission that such action is necessary in the in-
terest of the common defense and security, or upon a showing by
the Commission that advertising is not reasonably practicable. Par-
tial and advance payments may be made under contracts for such
purposes. The Commission is further authorized to requisition, con-
demn, or otherwise acquire any interest in such production facili-
ties, or to condemn or otherwise acquire such real property, and
just compensation shall be made therefor.

[42 U.S.C. 2063]

SEC. 44. DISPOSITION OF ENERGY.—If energy is produced at
production facilities of the Commission or is produced in experi-
mental utilization facilities of the Commission, such energy may be
used by the Commission, or transferred to other Government agen-
cies, or sold to publicly, cooperatively, or privately owned utilities
or users at reasonable and nondiscriminatory prices. If the energy
produced is electric energy, the price shall be subject to regulation
by the appropriate agency having jurisdiction. In contracting for
the disposal of such energy, the Commission shall give preference
and priority to public bodies and cooperatives or to privately owned
utilities providing electric utility services to high cost areas not
being served by public bodies or cooperatives. Nothing in this Act
shall be construed to authorize the Commission to engage in the
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sale or distribution of energy for commercial use except such en-
ergy as may be produced by the Commission incident to the oper-
ation of research and development facilities of the Commission, or
of production facilities of the Commission.

[42 U.S.C. 2064]

CHAPTER 6. SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL

SEC. 51. SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL.—The Commission may
determine from time to time that other material is special nuclear
material in addition to that specified in the definition as special
nuclear material. Before making any such determination, the Com-
mission must find that such material is capable of releasing sub-
stantial quantities of atomic energy and must find that the deter-
mination that such material is special nuclear material is in the in-
terest of the common defense and security, and the President must
have expressly assented in writing to the determination. The Com-
mission’s determination, together with the assent of the President,
shall be submitted to the Energy Committees and a period of thirty
days shall elapse while Congress is in session (in computing such
thirty days, there shall be excluded the days on which either House
is not in session because of an adjournment for more than three
days) before the determination of the Commission may become ef-
fective: Provided, however, That the Energy Committees, after hav-
ing received such determination, may by resolution in writing,
Wa(iive the conditions of or all or any portion of such thirty-day pe-
riod.

[42 U.S.C. 2071]

[SEC. 52. GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF ALL SPECIAL NUCLEAR
MATERIAL.—Repealed by Pub. L. 88-489, §4, 78 Stat. 603, Aug. 26,
1964.]

[42 U.S.C. 2072]

SEC. 53. DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTION OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATE-
RIAL.—

a. The Commission is authorized (i) to issue licenses to transfer
or receive in interstate commerce, transfer, deliver, acquire, pos-
sess, own, receive possession of or title to, import, or export under
the terms of an agreement for cooperation arranged pursuant to
section 123, special nuclear material, (ii) to make special nuclear
material available for the period of the license, and (iii) to dis-
tribute special nuclear material within the United States to quali-
fied applicants requesting such material—

(1) for the conduct of research and development activities

of the types specified in section 31;

(2) for use in the conduct of research and development ac-
tivities or in medical therapy under a license issued pursuant

to section 104;

(3) for use under a license issued pursuant to section 103;
(4) for such other uses as the Commission determines to
be appropriate to carry out the purposes of this Act.

b. The Commission shall establish, by rule, minimum criteria
for the issuance of specific or general licenses for the distribution
of special nuclear material depending upon the degree of impor-
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tance to the common defense and security or to the health and
safety of the public of—
(1) the physical characteristics of the special nuclear mate-
rial to be distributed,;
(2) the quantities of special nuclear material to be distrib-
uted; and
(3) the intended use of the special nuclear material to be
distributed.

c. (1) The Commission may distribute special nuclear material
licensed under this section by sale, lease, lease with option to buy,
or grant: Provided, however, That unless otherwise authorized by
law, the Commission shall not after December 31, 1970, distribute
special nuclear material except by sale to any person who possesses
or operates a utilization facility under a license issued pursuant to
section 103 or 104 b. for use in the course of activities under such
license; nor shall the Commission permit any such person after
June 30, 1973, to continue leasing for use in the course of such ac-
tivities special nuclear material previously leased to such person by
the Commission.

(2) The Commission shall establish reasonable sales prices for
the special nuclear material licensed and distributed by sale under
this section. Such sales prices shall be established on a nondiscrim-
inatory basis which, in the opinion of the Commission, will provide
reasonable compensation to the Government for such special nu-
clear material.

(3) The Commission is authorized to enter into agreements
with licensees for such period of time as the Commission may deem
necessary or desirable to distribute to such lic