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Madam Chairman, Ranking Member Inhofe and Committee Members, it is an honor to
appear before you today as the President’s nominee to be a member of the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC). I am humbled by the kind words and support of Senator Warner
and Senator Craig. Their support of me far exceeds any meager service it has been my privilege
to provide to them over the past ten years. 1 am deeply grateful for the trust they have resided in
me as a member of their staff and for the unique and wonderful opportunities to serve that have

accompanied that trust.

I also want to express my appreciation to the staff of this committee for their
professionalism and to my many colleagues in the Senate. Although members of my family are
spread across the country and were not able to be here today, I appreciate the presence of many
members of my "Senate family”. Their support and friendships have been the foundation of any

achievements I have had during my service as Senate staff.

I appreciate the time of the members of the Committee who have met with me throughout
this process to discuss this position and my nomination. Hearing the views of the members of
this committee, and of other Senators, related to nuclear policy has been very instructive to me.

If confirmed, I would seek to continue this communication.



In preparing for my appearance here today, I reviewed the statements of previous
Commissioners during their confirmation hearings. I was struck by a common theme. Each
nominee stated their belief that they had been nominated to the NRC at an unprecedented and
uniquely challenging moment in the Commission's history. I feel similarly - both honored and

challenged.

Over the next two years, in addition to its responsibility for regulating the continued safe
operation of the existing 104 commercial nuclear reactors in this country and approximately
4,500 materials licensees, the NRC expects to receive numerous combined license applications
for the construction of new nuclear power plants, as well as additional applications to extend the
licenses and to increase the power output of existing reactors. To meet this increasing workload,
the NRC has embarked upon a significant effort to increase the size of its workforce and to
expand its office space. At the same time, the Commission will be experiencing the retirement

of many of its most experienced staff.

Throughout this very dynamic and demanding period, the Commission and its staff must
not only maintain regulatory stability, but also strive to meet the performance metrics the
Commission has outlined for itself with respect to the timeliness of review of new applications,
while continuing to hold itself to very high standards of performance. This combination of
operational and organizational challenges is daunting by any measure. If confirmed, I am eager
to confront these challenges and will commit myself fully to contributing to the continued

success of the Commission in fulfilling its obligations to the Nation.



[ have worked in government service, at the state and federal level, for nearly 20 years.

While I honor the choice of those working in the private sector, I made a different and very
conscious choice to remain in public service. The work I have done in the executive and
legislative branches, in technical positions at the Department of Energy and, subsequently, as an
advisor to policy makers here in the Senate, has provided the opportunity to participate in some
of the most compelling energy, environmental, and national security issues confronting the
Nation. I believe that my career up to this point has prepared me for the challenge of serving as
an NRC Commissioner. If the Senate acts favorably on my nomination, I am eager to apply my

skills and experience in this new capacity.

The NRC is charged with protecting the public health and safety, which I believe to be a
sacred trust between the people and their government. Consequently, the accountability of an
NRC Commissioner is first and foremost to the public she serves. If confirmed by the Senate, |

would approach my duties as Commissioner with this as my core principle.

This concludes my statement. I look forward to your questions.



